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Why Canola in Texas?

uWe grow 6 million acres of 

wheat

uFew cool-season rotational 

crops available

uGrassy weeds tough to 

control in continuous 

wheat

uCanola is profitable!

2013 Wheat Planted Acres



Where is canola grown in Texas?

>2000 acres

1000-2000 acres

<1000 acres



Winter vs. Spring Canola



Canola Yield Potential in Texas



Winter Canola Life 
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Canola Pests Observed in Texas

uAphids

uDiamondback Moth Larvae

uFalse Chinch Bugs

uFlea Beetles

uStinkbugs

uBirds



Aphids

uWell documented pest 

throughout Southern Great 

Plains

uInclude Green Peach, 

Cabbage, and Turnip aphids

Green Peach Aphid



Aphids

Cabbage Aphid

Turnip Aphid



Green Peach/Turnip Aphid Management
uSeed treatment

uEarly insecticide applications may 

require additional applications

uEconomic threshold:

Canola Price ($/ lb) Aphids/Plant*

0.30 50-100

0.25 60-120

0.20 70-140

0.15 80-160

0.10 90-180

*Lower numbers during dry conditions



Cabbage Aphid Management

uScout often

uOpen flower buds when scouting

uEconomic threshold:

u15% infested racemes during budding, 

early or mid -bloom



Diamondback moth 

Larvae Pupa Adult



Diamondback Moth 

Can migrate to 

crown of plant 

to over winter
Mostly eat 

holes in leafs



Diamondback Moth 

Little to no impact on 

healthy, unstressed plants

Can further stress plants  

already injured by cold



Diamondback Moth Management 

uFound world wide ðvery common canola pest

uEconomic threshold:

uSeedlings: 2-3 larvae/row ft

uRosette: òSignificant leaf damageó

uCheck crowns of overwintering plants

uUse high end of labeled insecticide rate



False Chinch Bug



False Chinch Bug
uOverwinter in wild mustards and other 

annual broadleaf weeds

uMostly problematic during bloom/early pod 

set

uWorse in dry conditions

uCan òswarmó under right conditions



False Chinch Bug Management

uEconomic thresholds:

uFlower: 5 -10/raceme

uPod set: 10-20/raceme

uUse high spray rate (more gal/a of water carrier)

u>5 gal for aerial applications


